
 

The Nyack Library  

Board of Trustees 

Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  

May 13, 2013 
 

Present: Stephen Beck, Treasurer     Absent: 
Mary Callan 

Peter Danish      Mary Anne Evangelist* 

Kevin Doyle      

E. Michael Growney, President 

Mark Hussey, Vice President 

Myria Jean-Gilles 

Debra Karten 

Roger Seiler      *=Excused 

Peter Vermazen 

                                                                                                                                                                     

 Staff: Jane Marino, Library Director 

Daryl Brownlee, Supervisor of the Computer Resource Center 
Lori Hylton, Board Clerk  

 

Visitors: Ms. Maureen Lester 

 

1. Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45pm by Board President, Mr. E. Michael Growney. 

2. Agenda Approval: 

Upon motion by Mr. Growney, it was resolved to unanimously approve the agenda as amended. 

 
3. Review of the Minutes: 

Upon motion by Mr. Roger Seiler, and seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved to approve the Minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of April 8, 2013, with one abstention from Mr. Doyle.  

 
4. Public Comments:  

Sharon Aperto, the President of the Friends of the Nyack Library made comments regarding the Friends’ 

activities, including their upcoming Book Sale on May 25
th
 and 26

th
.  She thanked the Board and the Director for 

their continued support.   

 

5. Acknowledgement of Public Comments: 

Her comments were acknowledged with his thanks by the Board President. 

 

6. Staff Presentation: 

A presentation was made by Daryl Brownlee, Supervisor of the Computer Resource Center and Library Safety 
Officer. The report summarized the Library’s efforts to address safety concerns and prepare for emergencies i.e. 



 

fires, evacuations or lockdowns. Mr. Brownlee described the Library’s improvements in staff readiness and 

awareness of potential emergencies and disasters through its Monday morning training.   

 

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Seiler, and after discussion, it was resolved to unanimously instruct 

the Director to  act expeditiously to get a defibrillator purchased for the Library, and to ensure that the appropriate 

number of staff received training in its use and that it was installed in the Library for emergency use. 

  

7. Director’s Report:  

The Library Director asked for questions from the Board on her written report which included a proposal for 

revamping the current layout of the library’s collection, a proposal to rent an office space in the Depew House, 

and the Library’s efforts to fill open staff positions. 

 

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved to unanimously adopt the director’s 

recommendation that the Board appoint Sharon Alfano to the position of Nyack Library Business Manager. 

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved by the Board to approve the appointment of 

a new PT receiving clerk. 

 

8. Financial Reports: The Treasurer, Steven Beck, reviewed his written report which included an overview of the 

significant financial transactions for the month, the Library’s cash on hand, its operations and budget performance 

and its Bond Status. 

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle and seconded by Mr. Seiler, it was resolved to unanimously adopt the Treasurer’s 

Report. 

Financial Statements and Disbursement Reports.  Mr. Beck reviewed these documents for the Board and asked 
for questions or comments.   

Upon motion by Mr. Danish and seconded by Ms. Jean-Gilles, it was resolved to unanimously approve the 
Financial Statements and the Disbursement Report.   

9. Committee Reports: 

Building and Property Committee: There was a brief report from Mr. Seiler on the committee’s efforts to review 

and redraw the site plan boundaries for the library its commercial properties. He reported that the Director had 

been in touch with the Surveying company who had drawn the site plans for the building project and she expects a 

proposal in the next couple of days for the Board’s review.  A discussion of potential costs and a timeline were 

discussed and the Director stated that the proposal would be shared as soon as she received it. 

 

10. New Business:  

Change from Marketplace and Returning the Collection to Dewey: 

Upon motion by Mr. Seiler, seconded by Mr. Danish, and after discussion it was unanimously resolved to 

authorize the Director to return the non-fiction collection back to a straight Dewey Decimal format and to close 

the library for up to 2 days in the 1
st
 week of August in order to complete the task.   

 

 

 

 



 

Authorization to Rent Office Space in Depew House 

Upon motion by Mr. Danish, seconded Mr. Vermazen, it was unanimously resolved by the Board to authorize the 

Director to negotiate a lease, together with our realtor Ron Aviram for rental of the office designated as 1C, for a 

monthly rental of $525 including utilities and cleaning.  

 

Annual Conflict of Interest Statements  

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, and seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved to amend the conflict of Interest 

Statement, Article II, definition of interested  person to strike “principal officer and member of the committee 

with governing board delegated powers” and replace it with “each trustee and the director.” 

 

11. Public Comments: 

There was question from Ms. Maureen Lester, regarding the podcasting of the board meetings, and a question 
from an unidentified member of the public regarding the status of the rental space above the Art Café. 

 

12. Acknowledgement of Public Comments: 

The comments were acknowledged by the Board President. 

13. Adjournment: 

Upon motion Mr. Danish and seconded by Mr. Vermazen, it was unanimously resolved to adjourn the meeting at 
9:30pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Hylton 

Board Clerk 


