
 

The Nyack Library  

Board of Trustees 

Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  

December 9, 2013 

 

 

 
Present: Stephen Beck, Treasurer     Absent: 

Peter Danish 

Kevin Doyle        

Mary Anne Evangelist      

Myria Jean-Gilles 

E. Michael Growney, President      

Mark Hussey, Vice President   

Debra Karten, Secretary 

Roger Seiler 

Peter Vermazen      *=Excused                                                         

  

Staff: Jane Marino, Library Director 

Sharon Alfano, Business Manager 

Minerva Parker, Administrative Asst.    

  

Visitors: Sylvia Welch 

  Valerie Wilson Sanchez 

     

1. Call to Order: 

Board President, Mr. E. Michael Growney, called the meeting to order at 7:35pm. 

2. Agenda Approval: 

Upon motion by Dr. Evangelist, and seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved unanimously to approve the agenda 

as amended. 

 

3. Review of the Minutes: 

Upon motion by Mr. Beck, and seconded by Dr. Evangelist, it was resolved unanimously to approve the Minutes 

of the Regular Meeting of November 11, 2013. 

 

Upon motion by Mr. Doyle, and seconded by Ms. Jean-Gilles, it was resolved to approve the minutes of Special 

Meeting of November 26, 2013 with 4 abstentions. 

 

4. Public Comments: 

None. 

 



 
5. Community Development Block Grant Presentation:  

Dr. Sylvia Welch, a grant writer with the Village of Nyack, made a presentation to the Board of Trustees, 

regarding a possible Community Development Block Grant application for handicap access to Depew House and 

applying for a National Landmark designation for the Depew House.  

 

6. Nominating Committee Report: 

Ms. Karten gave a brief report regarding the nomination of a new candidate to fill the Trustee seat vacated by Ms. 

Callen. Ms. Karten explained that the Nominating Committee met with several candidates and unanimously 

selected Valerie Williams Sanchez to fill the vacant seat. Ms. Karten then invited Ms. Williams Sanchez to briefly 

address the Board. 

Upon Motion by Ms. Karten, and seconded by Mr. Seiler, it was resolved unanimously to approve the 

appointment of Ms. Williams Sanchez to fill the seat vacated by Mary Callen. 

 

Upon Motion by Ms. Karten, and seconded by Mr. Seiler, it was resolved unanimously to accept the slate of 4 

Trustee candidates: Stephen Beck, Roger Seiler, Myria Jean-Gilles, and Peter Vermazen, running for 3 year terms.  

 

7. Director’s Report:  

The Library Director began her report with the reinstallation of the Carnegie Room Lamp, which had been absent 

for a number of years. Ms. Marino also highlighted the holiday toy drive and the mitten tree collection of mittens 

and scarves.  She then took questions about her written report, which included individual departmental reports. 

The Library Director was asked to brief the Board of Trustees on her meeting with the Jazz and Blues Society.  

She also noted that Sing We Enchanted would be renting the Carnegie Room for a concert.  

 

Upon motion by Mr. Seiler and seconded by Mr. Danish, it was resolved unanimously to approve the personnel 

actions put forth in the Director’s Report. 

 

8. Financial Reports:  

Treasurer’s Report: 

Mr. Beck began his report by highlighting the December 1
st
 bond payment of $500,600, which includes $275k in 

interest. In addition the Library received $12,800 from the Village of Nyack, which is the Library’s share of the 

parking lot revenues for the period of April 2011 thru June 2013. As of November 30
th
 the Library had cash 

balances of roughly $2 million that reflects the receipt of property tax payments on November 1
st
. Mr. Beck then 

invited Ms. Alfano to review the newly formatted operations report. Overall the Library is performing on target 

with respect to the budget. 

Financial Statements and Disbursement Reports: 

Mr. Beck briefly reviewed the financial statements and disbursement report. He reviewed the list of disbursements 

totaling $198,000 that was presented for approval. He then took questions from the Board regarding specific line 

items in the disbursement report.   

The Treasurer went on to review the completed audit and approved financial statements. The auditor provided the 

Library with a clean opinion letter, which demonstrated some minor strengthening of the balance sheet. The 

auditor provided the Library with a letter that addresses the Library’s internal financial controls and 9 

recommended changes. Two of these recommendations, the revision of investment policy and petty cash policy 



 
have already been addressed and were before the Board for approval. Mr. Beck hopes to address the remaining 

recommendations in the coming year.  

Upon motion by Mr. Seiler, and seconded by Dr. Hussey, it was resolved unanimously to adopt the proposed 

update to the investment policy. 

Upon motion by Dr. Evangelist, and seconded by Mr. Beck, it was resolved unanimously to adopt the proposed 

petty cash management policy. 

 

The remainder of the Treasurer’s report reviewed efforts to revise the Library’s property boundaries, the status of 

parking lot revenue sharing receipts, and the status of leases with Art Café, the Carnegie Concerts, and Grand 

View tax concerns. The Library Director informed the board that the Library was on the agenda for the upcoming 

Village Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting. She requested that some of the Board members attend the 

meetings and Mr. Growney and Mr. Seiler volunteered to attend and present the Library’s requests. The Director 

reviewed the status of the leases with the Art Café noting that the tenant in the apartment above the café had 

vacated the property. The concerts showed some small losses in November, but things look good for December 

and January. Finally, Mr. Beck reviewed the library tax rates of the Nyack Library in relation the tax rates of 

surrounding libraries including the Village of Grandview. 

Upon motion by Mr. Seiler and seconded by Dr. Evangelist, it was resolved unanimously to approve the 

Disbursement Report and Financial Statements.  

9. Old Business 

Grandview Tax Issue: 

See Treasurer’s report for discussion. 

 

10. New Business:  

FY 2015 Budget:  

The Library Director reviewed the preliminary budget for FY2015 and provided details on particular line items 

which include: wages and benefits, replacement of equipment, maintenance and debt service that represented a 

change from FY 2014 to FY 2015. This was followed by a discussion of the each of the highlighted line items. 

For details on the specific items please see the recording of the meeting. 

Motion to Adopt the Budget and levy the tax: 

Motion to adopt the Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year Ending 2015 and tax levy increase of 2.49%, equal to 

$69,411 moved by Mr. Beck, seconded by Dr. Evangelist, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

Motion to override the Tax Cap for the 2014-2015 Budget: 

Whereas, the adoption of the 2014-2015 budget for The Nyack Library may require a tax levy increase that 

exceeds the tax cap imposed by state law as outlined in general Municipal Law Section 3-c adopted in 2011; and 

Whereas, General Municipal Law Section 3-c expressly permits the Library Board to override the tax levy limit 

by a resolution approved by a vote of sixty percent of qualified board members; now therefore be it 



 
Resolved that the Board of Trustees of The Nyack Library voted and approved to exceed the tax levy limit for 

2014-2015 budget by at least sixty percent of the Board of Trustees as required by state law on December 9, 2013 

moved by Mr. Seiler, seconded by Mr. Doyle and unanimously approved by the Board. 

The count: 11 of 11 Trustees present voted yes meeting the 60% approval requirement. 

 

Donor Recognition: 

Upon Motion by Dr. Evangelist and seconded by Mr. Doyle, it was resolved unanimously to thank publicly the 

following donors for their gifts to the Nyack Library:  

$100,000 from the estate of Dr. Mary Mercer; 

$100 to the Library from Larry and Sherry Cohen in honor of 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Simon’s 63
rd

 wedding anniversary; 

$125 from Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Koblin; and 

$500 from Dr. Mark Hussey and Ms. Evelyn Leong-Hussey. 

RCLS Response: 

The Board of Trustees discussed a letter received from Mr. Hubsher, Executive Director of the Ramapo Catskill 

Library System (RCLS) regarding the Board’s concerns with the catalogue system supplied by RCLS. In his letter 

Mr. Hubsher offered to meet with the Board of Trustees to discuss the system. The board will follow up on the 

offer and prepare to meet with Mr. Hubsher in the first quarter of next year. 

 

11. Public Comments: 

None. 

12. Adjournment: 

Upon motion Mr. Doyle and seconded by Dr. Evangelist it was unanimously resolved to adjourn the meeting at 

10:00pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Hylton 

Board Clerk 


